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Weinig Dimter Packaging Days mobilize the specialist international community 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Freight transport is one of the world's major growth markets. The suppliers of wooden packaging also benefit from this. In Germany alone, the industry now generates annual sales of 2.5 billion euros. The Weinig Dimter Packaging Days in Illertissen made this development impressively clear. More than 400 packagers from all over the world came to find out about the latest technologies from Weinig Dimter, the cutting specialist within the Weinig Group. “We hadn't expected so many registrations. In addition to the German-speaking countries, companies from Argentina, South Korea, Thailand, Poland, Spain, Romania as well as the entire Benelux and Scandinavia travelled to Illertissen for our event”, reported Dr. Mario Kordt, Managing Director of the host company Weinig Dimter GmbH. 

The third edition of the Weinig Packaging Days was not held directly in the production halls this time. The Dimter plant has become too small due to the high capacity utilization. Instead, the exhibitors presented themselves in a building complex rented mainly for assembly, which with its good infrastructure was ideally suited to cope with the rush of visitors. The entire portfolio of OptiCut cross-cut saws was seen live in action. The spectrum ranged from the positioning and stop guide system EasyStop with undertable cross-cut saw C 700 for the entry level to the push-feed saws and the particularly powerful through-feed saw OptiCut 260. Also on display were the top sellers in the packaging sector: the powerful OptiCut S 90 Speed as well as the length and width cutting unit S 60 wFlex+. The demonstration was completed by a variety of automation solutions. Digitization was a particular focus of attention. The cutting specialists from Illertissen presented the OptiPal production software and the OptiStat evaluation program. The event also focused on material tracking and part identification - topics for which Weinig offers a range of solutions.  

The German professional association for wooden packaging (Bundesverband Holzpackmittel, HPE) was a top-class cooperation partner at the Packaging Days. Director Jan Kurth gave insights into the situation of the industry with his well-attended lecture. In another article, Dr. Volker Lang from the Fraunhofer Institute highlighted the logistics of the future with a focus on digitization. 20 guest exhibitors from the packaging sector rounded off the event.  

A highlight of the Packaging Days was a tour of the TriCor Packaging & Logistics AG site. At its Eppishausen site, the Weinig customer produces special pallets for its packagings made of corrugated cardboard and other materials. Weinig Dimter had handed over a highly automated cutting system in June 2017. Its central components are three Opticut 260 optimizing cross-cut saws working in parallel and a Weinig Ultra TT finger jointing line. Only three employees produce up to 360 pallets per hour on the high-performance production line which is linked to a Corali pallet system. The excursion was very well received by the visitors of the Packaging Days. 

After the two days in Illertissen, Dr. Mario Kordt was happy to have seen an extremely successful event. He attributes the great success above all to Weinig’s special position in the packaging segment: “With our cutting technology, we provide a unique service to an area that ranges from 2-man operations to the industrial sector with demanding customers like TriCor”, said the Managing Director. The steady upward trend of the “often underestimated” packaging segment is particularly positive, according to Dr. Kordt. He attributes much of this to the excellent work of the German professional association HPE. Weinig Dimter’s packaging business already has a 30-40% share in the sale of push-feed saws.  Dr. Kordt was very optimistic about the future: “The pallet is the central link in every logistics system”, said the Weinig Dimter leader. “And with growing demands on quality, Weinig is the first port of call for machine manufacturers.” With Weinig’s product portfolio in the cutting segment, the customer receives from a single source everything that is needed to ensure the efficient and economical production of wooden packagings.

Photos:
1+2) The broad program was tailored to the taste of the international audience.
3) About 300 visitors of the Packaging Days joined the bus tour to the TriCor company. 
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